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ADVERTISEMENT. 

SO  frequent  reference  being  made  to  the  Narrative  of  Dr. 
Addington,  for  the  convenience  of  the  Reader,  that  Narrative 
is  reprinted  at  the  end  of  this  Account. 
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THERE  are  few,  if  any  cafes,  in  which  to  draw  the  at- 
tention of  the  public  to  the  private  difputes  of  private  in- 
dividuals, can  ftand  clear  of  the  charge  of  arrogance,  or  imper- 
tinence. But  the  difpute  which  has  fo  unhappily,  and,  on  one 
fide  at  leaft,  fo  unexpectedly,  fprung  up  between  Sir  James  Wright 
and  Dr.  Addington,  is  not  of  the  nature  of  a  private  difpute  be- 
tween private  individuals. 

The  parties,  indeed,  are  private  individuals.  But  the  man- 
ner in  which,  and  the  avowed  ends  for  which,  what  is  called, 
"  The  Authentic  Account"  has  been  ufhered  into  the  world,  have 
taken  the  tranfaction  out  of  the  line  of  private  tranfaclions;  and 
have  raifed,  or  endeavoured  to  raife,  it  to  the  rank  of  a  public 
negociation. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  in  vindication  of  his  own  character  alone, 
but  in  juftice  to  the  character  of  great,  and  public  men,  whom 
the  Compiler  of  this  "  Authentic  Account''''  has  fo  wantonly 
afperfed,  that  Sir  James  Wright  ftands  forth  to  undeceive  the 
public;   and  to  give  the  whole  and  true  account  of  a  tranfaction, 

B  which 
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which  that  Compiler,  for  ends  too  vifible  to  be  overlooked,  too 
ungenerous  to  be  ken  without  repugnance,  has  thought  proper  to 
mutilate,  and  to  mifreprefent. 

But  before  Sir  James  Wright  proceeds  to  give  his  account  of 
this  tranfaction,  it  will  be  of  fome  ufe  to  the  reader  to  be  ac- 
quainted with  what  the  Compiler  of  the  u  Authentic  Account,"  as 
it  is  called,  avows  to  be  the  end  propofed  by  that  publication  :  to 
examine  by  what  evidence  the  account,  intended  to  produce  that 
end,  is  iupported. 

Thk  end,  as  the  Compiler  informs  us,  was  to  eftabliih  a  certain 
propofition  :  to  have  fpoken  with  precifion,  he  fhould  have  faid, 
that  it  was  to  eftabliih  three  propofitions ;  for,  in  fad,  there  are 
three  propofitions  blended  into  one. 

The  propofitions  he  means  to  eftabliih  are: 

That  the  Earl  of  Chatham  did  not  court  a  political  negociation 
with  the  Earl  of  Bute. 

That  Dr.  Addington  was  commifTioned  by  Sir  James  Wright 
on  the  part  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  to  hold  out  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham 
the  idea  of  acting  together  with  him  in  adminiftration  *. 

And  laftly,  That  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  without  hefitation,  per- 

*  See  Authentic  Account,  folio  8.  This  fecond  propofition  is  not  exprefTed  in  words,  but 
5s  ofneceflity  implied.  For  if  no  fuch  idea  was  held  out,  no  fuch  propofition  made  or  infinuat- 
ed,  by  the  Earl  of  Bute,  no  fuch  prompt  anu  peremptory  rejection  could  have  been  made  on  the 
part  of  Lord  Chatham.    A  rejection  prefupptfes  an  offer. 

emptorily 
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emptorily  rejected  every  idea  of  acting  with  his  Lordfhip  in  ad- 
miniftration. 

To  eftablifh  thefe  propofitions,  two  kinds  of  evidence  are  pro- 
duced ;  both  honoured,  by  the  compiler  of  the  'c  Authentic  Ac- 
count," with  the  title  of  "  indifputable  j"  both  reprefented  as 
equally  confpiring  to  render  that  Account  "  unambiguous,  au- 
thentic *."  The  one  confifts  of  certain  letters  written  by  Sir 
James  Wright;  the  other  of  certain  converfations  fuppofed  to  have 
palled  between  him  and  Dr.  Addington. 

But  though  it  might  fuit  the  purpofes  of  the  Compiler  of  that 
Account,  to  honour  thefe  very  different  kinds  of  evidence  with  the 
fame  impofing  epithet  of  indifputable ;  the  Reader,  it  is  hoped, 
will  be  rather  more  accurate  in  his  difcrimination. 

He  will  recollect,  that  what  is  fuppofed  to  have  pafTed  in  con- 
versation from  Lord  Bute  to  Sir  James  Wright,  from  Sir  James 
Wright  to  Dr.  Addington,  and  from  Dr.  Addington  to  Lord 
Chatham,  is,  at  beft,  but  parole  evidence  at  third-hand :  he  will 
therefore  readily  allow,  that  fuch  converfations  can  deferve  no 
kind  of  credit,  unlefs  fupported  by,  or  at  leaft  confident  with, 
the  written  evidence. 

What  novice  is  there  in  logic,  who  is  yet  to  learn,  that  what  is 
written  is  fixed  and  permanent :  but  that  verbal  convcrfation  may- 
be miftaken  by  the  flownefs  of  underftanding,  or  by  the  hafte  of 
zeal ;  may  be  mif-ftated  by  the  weaknefs  of  memory,  or  by  the  arts 
ofdefign?   What   novice  is   yet  to  learn,   that  the  force  and  the 

*  See  Authentic  Account,  folio  8. 
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fpirit  of  a  converfation  may  depend  upon  the  occafion  which  intro- 
duced it;  upon  the  obfervations  which  preceded  it;  upon  the 
time  in  which  it  was  pronounced ;  upon  the  gefture  hy  which  it 
was  accompanied  ?  What  novice,  then,  is  yet  to  learn,  that  a  con- 
verfation, though  related  with  verhal  accuracy,  may  have  dimi- 
nimed  or  increafed  its  force;  may  have  acquired  a  milder  or  a 
more  malignant  fpirit,  in  the  hands  of  an  artful  or  of  an  unfkil- 
fui  reporter  ? 

Another  thing  the  Reader  fhould  remember.  In  the  truth 
or  falfehood  of  the  firfl:  of  thefe  propofitions,  Sir  James  Wright 
conceives  that  he  is  in  no  wrife  concerned ;  nor  does  he  mean  to 
fay  one  fyllable,  with  a  view  of  proving,  either  that  Lord  Chat- 
ham did,  or  that  he  did  not,  court  a  political  negociation  with 
the  Earl  of  Bute.  The  fecond  propofition  Sir  James  conceives  it 
to  be  a  duty,  which  he  owes  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  to  Lord  Bute, 
to  difprove.  And  he  thinks  it  a  duty,  which  he  owes  to  himfelf, 
as  well  as  to  Lord  Bute,  to  prove,  that  during  the  whole  courfc 
of  the  tranfadion,  Dr.  Addington  gave  him  no  information  of  the 
prompt  and  peremptory  rejedion  fuppofed  in  the  Dodor's  Ac- 
count. 

The  Reader  too  fhould  be  introduced  betimes  to  the  gentle- 
man with  whom  Sir  James  Wright  is  fuppofed  to  have  had  thefe 
conversations  :  it  may  help  him  to  apportion  the  degree  of  credit 
due  to  the  Narrative,  which  they  are  intended  to  fupport. 

Dr.  Addington  has  been  long  and  intimately  conneded  with 
Sir  James  Wright :  Sir  James  had  known  him  from  his  youth; 
confidered  him  as  the  friend  of  his  bofom,  with  whom  he  has 
ever,  on  all  fubjeds,  communicated  as  freely  as  with  another  felf. 

Dr. 
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Dr.  Addington  was  Phyjician  to  Sir  James ;  and,  therefore,  faw 
him  frequently  in  thofe  moments,  in  which  a  man  is  leaft  upon 
his  guard  ;  under  that  character,  in  which  a  man  is  moft  apt  to 
confide.  Little  credit,  it  is  conceived,  can  be  due  to  the  Narrative 
of  fuch  a  man,  fo  circumftanced;  if,  on  examining  that  Narrative, 

it  fhall  appear,   that  he  has  divulged it  is  harfh,  but  it  muft 

be  added — that  he  has  mifreprefented  a  confidential  intercourfe; 
which,  if  not  private  friendihip,  yet,  profeffional  delicacy, 
fhould  have  kept  from  the  ear  of  babbling  curiofity. 

Before  the  Reader  turns  to  the  Narrative,  yet  another  trait  of 
the  good  Doctor's  character  muft  be  pointed  out  to  him.  Dr. 
Addington's  abilities  as  a  phyfician  are  acknowledged:  on  the 
fubject  of  his  profefiion,  no  man  more  learned,  or  more  pertinent. 
But  that  is  rarely  the  fubject  of  his  choice.  His  darling  theme 
\s  politics.  Though  the  whole  liftening  college  fhould  hang  on 
what  he  fpoke,  it  would  give  him  little  pleafure;  his  joy,  his 
pride,  are  to  dictate  on  the  fubject  of  politics. 

This  remark  is  not  made  with  a  view  of  throwing  any  ridicule 
on  the  Doctor,  but  only  with  a  view  of  fetting  him  right  in  a 
little  point  of  chronology  ;  for,  at  the  very  outfet  of  the  Narra- 
tive, his  memory  fails  him.  Long  before  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1778  had  the  Doctor  converfed  with  Sir  James  Wright  of 
Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Chatham.  He  may  remember,  that  Sir 
James  had  a  long  fit  of  illnefs,  which  commenced  more  than  a 
year  before  the  rera  from  which  the  Doctor  fets  out;  that  during 
that  illnefs  his  vifits  to  Sir  James  were  frequent,  almoft  daily  ;  that 
in  all  thefe  vifits,  equally  attentive  to  the  conftitution  of  his 
country,  as  to  the  conftitution  of  his  patient,  he  recurred  to  his 
3  darling 
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darling  topic  politics  ;  that  the  hero  of  his  theme  was  Lord 
Chatham  ;  that  the  burden  of  his  fong  were  the  diftreiTes  of  the 
nation.  Let  him  recollect,  and  he  furely  will  remember,  that  at 
this  period,  twelve  months  before  the  time  which,  for  want  of 
recollection,  he  fo  confidently  fixes  to  be  the  li  frjl  time  Sir  Jar,  es 
"  Wright  talked  -with  him  refpeSi'mg  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Chat' 
"  bam*,'*  he  frequently  gave  it  as  his  own  opinion,  at  leaft,  that 
Lord  Chatham  had  no  unfavourable  opinion  of  Lord  Bute,  but 
conceived  him  to  be  an  honeft  man,  to  wifh  well  to  his  country, 
to  be  a  man  endued  with  many  private  virtues. 

Was  it  then  fo  very  wonderful,  that,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1778,  Sir  James  Wright  fhould  "  talk  iviih  Dr.  Addivgton 
"  re/peeling  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Chatham"  when  Lord  Bute  and 
Lord  Chatham  had  been  the  conftant  fubject  of  the  Doctor's  con- 
ventions with  Sir  James  Wright,  at  vifits  fo  frequently  repeated, 
continued  to  fuch  a  length,  during  the  courfe  of  the  year  1777  ? 
Would  it  have  been  very  wonderful,  if,  knowing  how  familiarly 
the  Doctor  was  received  by  Lord  Chatham  ;  if,  obferving  how 
frequently  he  introduced  his  opinion  of  the  point  of  view  in  which 
Lord  Bute  was  regarded  by  Lord  Chatham  ;  if,  remarking  the  zeal 
with  which  he  always  entered  on  the  fubject,  Sir  James  had  been 
led  to  conclude,  that  the  Doctor,  under  his  own  name,  was  deli- 
vering the  opinion,  was  fpcaking  from  the  inflructions,  of  hrs 
patron  ?  That  his  patron  was  not'averie  to  a  negociation,  but  had 
fent  forth  his  trutty  Achates  to  found  the  land,  left  peradventure 
his  pride  (the friends  of  Lord  Chatham  will  allow  that  he  poiTefied 
at  leaf!  a  decent  pride)  might  be  hurt  by  a  refufal  ?  Would  it  have 
been  very  wonderful,   if,    under   that  idea,  Sir  James  had  com- 

•  The  word«  of  the  Narrative. 

4  municated 


ANOTHER     ACCOUNT.  7 

jnunicated  to  Lord  Bute— not  eXpofed  to  the  Public — the  purport 
of  fuch  conventions  ? 

But  the  fact  is,  Sir  James  had  no  fuch  idea.     He  confidered 
the  frequency  of  the  Doctor's  vifits ;    he  confidered  the  *  length 
of  his  vifits  as  the  pure  effects  of  a  warm  and  difinterefted  friend- 
fhip  ;  he  confidered  the  introduction  of  political  fubjects  as  kindly- 
meant  to  beguile  the  tedium  of  a  long  and  painful  illnefs.     He 
faw  in  the  Doctor,   or  he  thought  he  faw,   a  fkilful  phyfician,  and 
an  affectionate  friend.     Wifhing  for  nothing  further,    he  looked 
for  nothing  further.     It  was  a  very  worthy,   a  refpectable  friend, 
who  had  been  prefect  at  moftof  the  conventions  which  preceded, 
and  at  all  thofe  which  fucceeded  the  rcra  from  which  the  Doctor 
chufes  to  fet  out,  who  fir  ft  fuggefted  to  Sir  James,   that  the  fre- 
quent inquiries  of  the  Doctor  about  the  return  of  Sir  James  to 
Town  in  the  beginning  of  1778  ;    that  his  frequent  vifits  when 
he  was  returned,  indicated  fomething  more  than   the   attention 
which  an  eminent  phyfician  has  the  leifure,  or  the  moft  intimate 
friend  has  the  inclination,  to  fhew.     That  friend   it  was,  who 
comparing  this   frequency  of  vifits  with  the  conftant  recourfe  to 
the  fame  topic  of  converfation,  firfl  fuggefted,  that  it  was  meant, 
and  wifhed,    that  the   purport  of  thefe  converfations  fhould  be 
communicated  to  Lord  Bute. 

Here  then  is  the  origin  of  the  tranfaction,  which  the  author  of 
the  "  Authentic  Account"  is  willing  to  call — and  yet,  it  feems, 

*  The  Doctor's  political  vifits — for  fuch  they  were,  as  much  as  medicinal  vifits — frequently 
exceeded  tnxo  hours.  No  doubt,  his  other  patients  may  bo;  it  of  the  fame  attention.  Sir  James 
has  not  mvj  the  vanitv  to  fuppofe  that  he  has  been  dijlinguijhid. 

afhamed 
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afliamed  to  call — "  a  negotiation ;"  and  which,  whatever  it  may 
be  called,  began  on  the  fecond,  and  terminated  (on  the  part  of  Sir 
James)  on  the  feventh  of  February. 

True,  indeed,  it  is,  that  Doctor  Addington,  in  his  very 
curious  Narrative  *,  talks  of  various  converfations  which  preceded 
the  Epoch  ;  of  various  converfations  which  paffed  in  the  month 
of  January. 

Of  thefe  various  converfations  one  extract  deferves  the  reader's 
particular  attention. 

The  great  object,  which  the  Doctor  attributes  to  Sir  James, 
was  to  fave  this  country  from  ruin.  The  only  means  which  the 
Doctor  fuppofes  Sir  James  to  have  difcovered  of  faving  it,  was, 
that  Lord  Chatham  fhould  be  brought  into  administration  by  Lord 
Bute.  And  the  reafon  why  he  thought  this  to  be  the  only  means 
was,  that  he  had  "  remarked,  they  -were  the  tivo  men  "whom  the 
King  hated  mqfl}\" 

Ir  is  with  reluctance  Sir  James  even  quotes  this  paffage.  The 
name  of  his  fovereign  is  too  dear,  too  facred,  to  have  been  volun- 
tarily introduced  :  he  never  fo  far  forgot  his  duty  as  to  fpeak  fo 
irreverently  of  his  king.  If  he  has  quoted  this  pafLge,  it  is  only 
to  expofe  the  palpable  inconfiflency  of  the  Narrative.    Is  it  pofhble 

"  Narrative,  folio  i.  The  compiler  of  the  "  Authentic  Account"  is  the  inventor  of  a  new 
kind  of  arrangement:  in  his  conipilarion,  therarrulive  forms  \\iZ  apbtndix ;  and  the  vouchers 
introduced  to  fupport  t'ie  narrative,  form  the  body  of  the  work.  Thtre  ate  occaftons  whe  e 
obfeurity  is  better  than  order. 

•J-  SeeNjrra;ive,  fi-lio  I. 

that 
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that  Sir  James  could  pretend  to  have  been  authorized  by  Lord 
Bute  to  commiffion  Dr.  Addington,  or  that  Sir  James  could 
wifh  to  engage  Dr.  Addington,  to  negociate  with  the  Earl  of 
Chatham  about  the  terms  of  acting  with  the  Earl  of  Bute  in  ad- 
miniftration,  at  the  very  moment  when  he  reprefented  the  Earl  of 
Bute  to  be  in  the  predicament  in  which  he  is  here  made  to  repre- 
fent  him  ? 

What  idea  mull  the  reader  form  of  the  understanding  of  Dr. 
Addington,  if  he  could  have  accepted  this  commiffion  ;  if  he 
could  even  have  liftened  another  moment  to  a  man,  who,  if  his 
account  were  true,  rauft  have  been  the  wildefl:  of  all  pofllble  vi- 
fionaries  ? 

But  the  converfations,  whatever  they  were,  which  pad  previ- 
oufly  to  the  third  of  February,  make  no  part  of,  what  is  called, 
the  Negotiation  :  for  the  Doctor  fet  out  with  all  the  caution  of  a 
veteran  member  of  the  corps  diplomatique.  However  he  may 
now  find  it  convenient  to  apply,  or  to  mifapply,  thefe  pretended 
converfations;  he  determined — prudentially,  at  the  time,  for 
himfelf,  and,  in  the  event,  happily  for  Sir  James,  he  determined — 
not  to  truft  to  mere  converfation.  "  He  defired  to  have  in  writing 
"  the  fubjlance  of  -what  had  pajjed  between  Lord  Bute  and  Sir 
"  James."  He  had  it  in  writing.  He  received  the  writing  "  on 
"  the  third  of  February  before  nine  in  the  morning,  and  fet  out  di- 
re clly  for  Hayes  *." 


t( 


To  this  written  evidence  then,   let  the  reader  advert.     It  was 
on  that  which  was  written,  and  on  that  alone,  the  Doctor  was  to 

*  See  Authentic  Account,  folio  10. 

C  negociate. 
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negotiate.    All  that  had  patted,  and  which  was  not  written,  was,  in 
that  very  paper,  declared  to  be  of  little  concern. 

Let  us  then  examine  the  written  evidence,  as  given  by  the  Au- 
thor of  the  "  Authentic  Account."  Let  us  begin  by  the  creden- 
tials which  this  fage  negociator  took  with  him  to  Hayes. 

No.  I. — Extracl  of  a  letter  from  Sir  James  Wright  to  Dr.  AdJington. 

'*  As  I  immediately,  on  my  return  from  Lord  Bute's,  took  down 
"  in  fhort  hand  the  principal  heads  of  it,  I  think  I  fliall  not  de- 
'•  viate  materially  from  the  very  words  of  the  converfation,  at  lead 
H  if  the  fpirit  of  his  Lordfhip's  language  is  debilitated,  the  eflen- 
**  tial  matter  of  it  is  the  fame. 

"  I  told  Lord  Bute,  that  a  friend  of  mine,  whofe  honour  and 
"  fincerity  I  could  rely  upon,  had  hinted  to  me,  that  he  thought 
"  Lord  Chatham  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  Lordfhip's  honour,  as 
"  well  as  his  fincere  good  wifhes  for  the  public  fafety.  lie  en- 
"  quired  who  my  friend  was  ?  I  told  him  it  was  you.  He  re- 
*'  plied,  I  know  he  is  much  Lord  Chatham's  friend  ;  I  know  alfa 
"  that  he  is  an  honeft  man,  and  a  man  of  fenfe.  I  related  to  him 
"  the  converfation  that  had  pafled  between  yourfelf  and  me,  at 
"  our  laft  meeting.  He  laid,  Lord  Chatham  was  one  of  the  very, 
'*  tew  he  had  ever  aded  with  in  Adminiftration,  who  had  fhewn 
•'  great  honefty  and  generofity  of  fentiment,  with  a  fincere  con- 
"  duel,  and  intention  for  the  King's  and  public  welfare. 

"  That  as  for  himfelf,  he  faid,  he  had  no  connexion  with  any 
"  one  in  Adminiftration  ;  that  he  had  not  the  le.tft  diltant  friend- 
"  liiip  with  Lord  North,  or  he  fhould  certainly  adviie  him,  by 

"all 
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"  all  means,  to  aim  at  gaining  Lord  Chatham  over  to  the  Kind's 
"  fervice  and  confidence  ;  and,  faid  he,  you  may  tell  your  friend, 
"  Dr.  Addington,  to  aflure  Lord  Chatham,  that  if  he  mould  think 
"  proper  to  take  an  active  part  in  Adminiftration,  he  fhall  have 
"  my  moft  hearty  concurrence,  and  fincere  good  willies  ;  and  you 
"  have  my  full  leave  to  communicate  all  my  fentiments  on  this  fub- 
*'  ject  to  your  friend.  He  continued  faying  many  very  refpecttul 
"  things  of  Lord  Chatham,  adding,  had  we  not  unfortunately  dif- 
"  agreed  about  the  laft  peace,  I  am  fure  he  and  I  mould  have  con- 
"  tinued  fuch  fteady  friends,  that  this  country  never  would  have 
"  experienced  her  prefent  fevere  misfortunes.  He  alio  faid,  the 
"  prior  part  of  Lord  Chatham's  laft  fpeech  was  manly  and  con- 
"  ftitutional,  and  could  not  but  induce  every  one,  a  well-wifher 
"  to  his  country,  to  wifh  to  fee  him  again  take  a  part  in  the  go- 
'•  vernment  of  the  King's  affairs,  which  would  be  a  happinefs  for 
"  the  whole  empire.  He  continued  faying,  Perhaps  we  have  men 
"  of  abilities  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  but  thofe  in  Adminiftration 
"  (except  Lord  Suffolk,  who  is  ufually  ill  half  the  year)  are  none 
"  of  them  fufficiently  ferious,  or  attentive  enough  to  the  bufinefs 
"  of  the  nation,  which  is  now  of  fo  much  confequence,  as  not  to 
"  be  neglected  in  the  leaft  degree.  He  therefore  could  not  fay  he 
*'  had  a  good  opinion  of  their  conduct.  He  alfo  faid,  in  the 
"  courfe  of  the  converfation,  that  nothing  but  the  moft  imminent 
"  danger  to  this  country,  fhould  induce  him  to  take  a  part  in  the 
"  Government  of  it,  unlefs  in  conjunction  with  an  upright  and 
**  able  Adminiftration. 

"Much  more  was  faid,    but    of   Iefs   moment;   however,   all 
"  tended  to  convince  me,   that  there  are  not  two  other  men  in 
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"  the  kingdom  more  faithfully  inclined  to  the  good  and  fafety  of 
"  our  prefent  diftracted  nation,  than  our  two  noble  friends    ." 

This  letter,  then,  forms  the  credentials  upon  which  the  D  >ftor 
opened  the  Negociation — fmce  a  Negociation  it  muft  be  called ; 
and  the  reader  will  obferve  that  it  conlifts  of  two  parts  :  The 
former  contains  an  account  of  what  Sir  James  was  cxprefsly  per- 
mitted to  communicate  to  Dr.  Addington,  for  the  information  of 
Lord  Chatham  :  The  latter  is  reprefented,  not  as  any  thing  he 
had  been  initructed  to  communicate,  but  only  as  containing  the 
fubftance  of  what  had  farther  been  faid  upon  the  fubjeel ;  and  was 
therefore  merely  a  confidential  communication. 

There  are  two  or  three  very  remarkable  fads  afferted  in  the 
former,  the  authoritative,  part  of  this  letter. 

The  firfl  is  this  :  Lord  Bute  had  been  informed  that  a  friend, 
on  whofe  honor  and  integrity  Sir  James  Wright  could  rely,  had 
hinted  to  Sir  James,  that  he  thought  Lord  Chatham  had  a  high 
opinion  of  the  honour  of  Lord  Bute,  as  well  as  his  fincere  good 
wiihes  for  the  public  fafety. 

The  next  fad  which  ftrikes  us  is,  that  the  Earl  of  Bute,  far 
from  catching  at  this  unexpected  compliment,  far  from  being 
over-hafty  in  making  anyjeply  to  it;  unwilling  to  rely  altogether 
upon  the  judgment  of  Sir  James  ;  chofe.  before  he  took  any  kind 
of  notice  of  the  compliment,  to  form  his  own  opinion  of  the  honor 
and  integrity  of  the  friend,  upon  whom  Sir  James  fo  implicitly 
relied. 

•  This  letter  was  dated  January  2d,  it  (hould  have  been  February  2d,   having  been  re- 
ceived by  Dr.  Addington  on  February  3d. 

The 
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The  letter  ftill  farther  afleris,  that  when  he  was  informed 
that  this  friend  was  Dr.  Addington,  his  Lordfhip  contented  him- 
felf  with  obferving,  That  he  knew  the  Doctor  to  be  much  Lord 
Chatham's  friend  ;  that  he  knew  him  alfo  to  be  an  honeft  man, 
and  a  man  of  fenfe. 

Hitherto,  at  leafl,  then,  there  was  nothing  like  courting  a 
Negociation  on  the  part  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  ;  nothing  which  indi- 
cated any  dcfire  of  taking  a  part  in  Adminiftration  ;  any  defire  of 
invitine;  the  Earl  of  Chatham  to  act  with  him. 


'& 


The  fubject,  it  mould  feem  by  this  Account,  might  have  dropt, 
had  not  his  Lordfhip's  attention  been  recalled  to  it  by  Sir  James, 
who  proceeded  to  relate  to  his  Lordfhip  the  converfation  which 
had  paffed  between  himfelf  and  Dr.  Addington  at  their  laft  meeting. 
What  that  converfation  was  reprefented  to  have  been,   the  reader 
may  now  understand,  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  Dr.  Addington 
ffiuft  then  have  underftood,  from  the  tenor  of  the  Earl  of  Bute's 
reply  to  it.      It  clearly  was  reprefented  to  have  contained  a  wifh 
on  the  part  of  the  friend  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,    that  his  Lord- 
fhip might  again   be  called  into  Adminiftration:   it   clearly  was 
reprefented  to  have  contained  a  delire,  on  the  part  of  the  friend  of 
the  Earl  of  Chatham,   of  knowing  the  fentiments  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute  upon  that  propofnion.     To  no  other  converfation  could  the 
reply  of  Lord  Bute  be,  in  any  manner,  applicable. 

For  what  was  that  reply?  That  Lord  Chatham  had,  when 
acting  in  adminiftration  with  Lord  Bute,  fhewn  great  honefty 
and  generofity  of  fentiment,  with  a  fincere  conduct  and  intention 
for  the  welfare  of  the  King,  and  of  the  Public  :  That  Lord  Bute 
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had  no  connexion  with  the  prefent  administration;  that,  if  he 
had,  he  ihouid  certainly  advife  the  minister,  by  all  means,  to 
gain  over  Lord  Chatham  to  the  King's  fervice  and  coniidence ; 
that  Sir  James  might  authorife  Dr.  Addington  to  allure  the  e  :1 
of  Chatham,  that  it  he  lhould  think  proper  to  take  an- active  part 
in  adminiftration,  he  might  depend  upon  the  moft  hearty  con- 
currence, and  fincere  good  wifhes  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  :  sir  James 
had  full  leave  to  communicate  to  Dr.  Addington  all  his  I  ordfhip's 
fentiments  upon  this  July  eel  ;  that  is,  all  that  he  had  expreiled 
upon  this  one  Jingle  pointy  of  the  admiffion  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham 
into  adminiftration. 

And  here  ended  all  that  Sir  James  Wright  had  been  inftru&ed 
to  communicate  to  Dr.  Addington.  Here,  then,  ended  all  that  Dr. 
Addington  was,  in  any  wife,  authorifed  to  relate  to  the  Earl  of 
Chatham.  What  follows,  was  communicated  to  the  Doctor,  not 
as  a  matter  of  injlruclion,  but  as  a  matter,  at  moft,  of  dilcretion- 
ary  confidence  :  not  as  the  tenor,  but  only  as  the  purport,  of  what 
further  pafled,  of  all  which  Jurther  pajl,  oj  any  moment,  between 
the  Earl  of  Bute  and  Sir  James  Wright  upon  the  fubject.  And  this, 
it  muft  be  ag.un  repeated,  was  a  private  confidential  communica- 
tion ;  and  which  the  Do&or  was  by  no  means  authorifed  to  relate. 

Not,  that  in  this  private,  confidential  communication,  fo  un- 
candidly  divulged,  there  is  any  thing  which  can,  in  any  degree, 
tend  to  eftablilh  any  one  of  the  propoiitions,  intended  to  be  efta- 
bliihed  by  the  illiberal  publication  of  what  is  mifcalled  the 
"  Authentic  Account.''  For  it  appears  only,  that,  in  the  courfe 
of  theconverfation,  Lord  Bute  exprefled  his  regret  at  the  difagree- 
ment  between  the  Earl  of  Chatham  and  himfelf  on  the  fubject  of 
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the  peace  ;  praifed  all  that  deferved  praife,  in  the  laft  fpeech 
made  by  Lord  Chatham  in  the  Houfe  ;  blamed  the  want  of  feri- 
oufnefs  of  Come  men  in  office  ;  and  declared,  that  nothing  but 
the  mod  imminent  danger  of  his  country,  fhould  induce  him  to 
take  a  part  in  the  government  of  it :  and  then,  only  in  conjunc- 
tion with  an  able  and  upright  adminiftration  *.  • 

Which  now  of  the  two  laft  proportions,  intended  to  be  efta- 
blifhed,  of  the  only  two  propofitions,  which  Sir  James  is  bound 
to  refute,  has  this  letter  contributed  to  eftabliih  ? 

Does  it  prove  that  the  Earl  of  Bute  held  out  to  Lord  Chatham 
the  idea  of  a&ing  with  him  in  adminiftration  ?  That  Sir  James 
Wright  had  commiffioned  Dr.  Aldington  to  propofe  fuch  an  idea  ? 
Certainly  not.  The  letter  aflerts,  that  Dr.  Addington,  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  Lord  Chatham,  had  exprefled,  in  very  flattering 
terms,  the  high  opinion  his  LordftYip  entertained  of  the  Earl  of 
Bute.  The  letter  implies,  that  the  fame  very  intimate  friend  of 
the  Earl  of  Chatham  had  exprefled  a  wilh  that  his  Lordlhip 
might  again  be  admitted  into  adminiftration ;  had  exprefled  a 
defire,  that  the  Earl  of  Bute  would  declare  his  fentiments  on  this 
occafion.  Is  there  any  thing  in  this  which  conveys  any  propofl- 
tion  on  the  part  of  Lord  Bute  ?  Thefe  are  declarations,  and  wifhes 

*  In  the  punted  copy  it  is,  "  unlefs  in  conjunction." — In  the  rough  draught  of  the  letter, 
which  Sir  James  ha^  by  him,  the  word  "  unlefs"  is  not  to  be  found  ;  and  it  certainlv  has 
been  inserted  either  in  tranfcribing,  i  i.i  printing,  by  .niiiake.  It  ha3  no  meanine  here.  For 
if  it  meant  any  thing,  it  would  make  the  Earl  of  Bute  declare,  that  in  a  time  of  no  imminent- 
danger  to  his  country,  he  would  not  ail  wilh  any,  but  an  able  and  upright  adminiftration  :  but 
in  cafe  of  the  mcjl  imminent  danger  to  his  country,  he  would  ad  with  any  adminiftration, 
whether  able  or  weak,  upright  or  wicked.  A  proportion  too  abfurd  for  envy  or  malice  to 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  J 
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of  a  friend  of  Lord  Chatham  :  nor  can  a  bare  affurance  of  con- 
currence and  fupport,  given  in  anfwer  to  fuch  declarations,  and 
fuch  wifhes,  be  fo  tortured  as  to  be  -made  to  convey  a  propofal  of 
acting  together  in  adminiftration. 

But  the  truth  of  this  part  of  the  letter  is  cxprefsly  denied  by 
Dr.  Addington.  So  we  are  twice  very  cautioufly  informed;  in 
the  Account  and  in  the  Narrative.  Be  it  fo  denied,  what  then  ? 
The  Compiler  of  the  Account,  whom,  after  all,  we  muft  fuppofe 
to  be  the  Author  of  the  Narrative,  is,  it  muft  be  allowed,  but  a 
poor  Logician.  Does  he  not  fee,  that,  in  the  then  ftage  of  the 
bufinefs,  the  queftion  was  not,  whether  the  Earl  of  Chatham  had, 
or  had  not,  expreffed  that  favourable  opinion  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  ; 
or  whether  Dr.  Addington  had,  or  had  not,  attributed  that  opi- 
nion to  his  Patron;  had,  or  had  not,  expreffed  a  wifh  that  his 
Patron  might  be  admitted  into  adminiftration  ;  a  defire  of  know- 
ing the  fentiments  of  the  Earl  of  Bute  on  the  occafion  :  in  the 
then  ftage  of  the  bufinefs,  the  queftion  was  purely  and  iimply, 
whether  the  Letter  of  Sir  James  Wright  exprefsly  afferted,  or  of 
neceflity  implied,  that  the  Earl  of  Bute  had  been  made  to  believe, 
that  fuch  were  the  fentiments  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham  ;  fuch  the 
wifhes  of  the  friend  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham  ?  And  the  truth  of 
this,  it  is  conceived,  even  Dr.  Addington  will  not  venture  to 
deny. 

He  will  not  venture  to  deny  it,  even  now,  before  the  Public 
are  informed,  that  the  firft  part  of  the  letter  was  fuppreffed. — That 
the  part  fuppreffed  declares,  in  direct  terms,  that  the  whole  Letter 
was  written  in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  Dr.  Addington  r 
infinuates,   in  terms  fcarce  equivocal,  that  Sir  James  conceived 

the 
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the  requeft  to  have  been  made  with  the  participation  of  the  Doc- 
tor's Patron  *. 

But,  perhaps,  in  the  infirm  ftate  in  which  the  Earl  of  Chat- 
ham then  was,  that  part  of  the  Letter,  which  contained  Dr.  Ad- 
dington's  Account  of  his  Lordfhip's  fuppofed  fentiments  for  the 
Earl  of  Bute,   might  efcape  his  notice. 

Nor  this  neither.  For  Dr.  Addington,  having  finifhed  his  Nar- 
rative, recollects,  not  only  that  it  becomes  him  noiv  to  deny  the 
truth  of  this  part  of  the  Letter  of  Sir  James  Wright ;  but  that  it 
highly  became  him  to  deny  it  then,  at  the  time  the  Letter  was  de- 
livered to  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  And  truly  it  is  rather  wonderful, 
that  this  did  not  ftrike  him  at  the  very  outfet  of  his  Narrative  :  it 
is  rather  wonderful,  that  this  difcovery  fhould  be  referved  for  a 
Poffcript.  However  that  be,  in  the  Poftlcript,  we  are  informed, 
that  "  after  reading  that  part  of  the  letter  to  Lord  Chatham ;  he, 
Doctor  Addington,  could  not  but  take  notice,  that  Sir  James  had 
mijlaken  him  f." 

This  was  a  lucky  circumftance :    as  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  not 

only  did  not  court  a  political  negociation  with  the  Earl  of  Bute, 

but  was  determined,   without   hefitation,  peremptorily  to  reject 

every  idea  of  acting  with  his  Lordfhip  in  adminiftration  ;   it  was 

certainly  very  fortunate,    that  his  friend  pointed  out  to  his  notice 

*  The  part  fuppreffed  is  in  thefe  words : 

"  My  re/pea  for  your  Noble  Friend,  makes  me  willing  to  obey  your  commands,  to  put  on  paper 
"  the  coniierfation  iuhUh  pajjid  this  morning." 

Yet  even  thus  warned,  the  Earl  of  Chatham  took  no  pains  to  undeceive  the  Earl  of  Bute  :  Dr. 
Addington  took  no  pains  to  undeceive  Sir  James. 

•J-  See  Narrative,  folio  3. 

D  a  miftake. 
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a  miftake,  which,   under  that  determination,  it  highly  behoved 
him  to  correct,    in  terms  the  moft  explicit  and  pointed. 

Such  a  correction,  then,  we  fhall  certainly  find  conveyed,  in 
the  Earl  of  Chatham's  own  ftrong  and  pointed  language,  by  that 
menage  which  his  Lordfhip  dictated  in  reply  to  the  communica- 
tion of  Sir  James  Wright. 

Does  the  menage  contain  fuch  a  correction  ?  Let  it  fpeak  for 
itfelf. 

K°  II. Copy  of  a  Note  given  by  Dr.   Adding  ton  to  Sir 

James  Wright. 

"  Lord  Chatham  heard,  with  particular  fatisfaction,  the  fa* 

"  vourable  fentiments  on  his  fubject  of  the  noble  Lord,   with 

**  whom  you  had  talked  with  regard  to  the  impending  ruin  of  the 

"  kingdom.     He  fears  all  hope  is  precluded,  but  adds,  that  zeal, 

"  duty,  and  obedience,  may  outlive  hope ;  that  if  any  thuig  cau 

"  prevent  the  confumraation  of  public  ruin,    it  can  only  be  nezu 

"  Counfels,  and  neiv  Counfellors,  without  farther  lofs  of  time  ;   a 

"  real  change  from  a  fincere  conviction  of  part  errors,  and  not  a 

"  mere  palliation,  which  mud  prove  fruitlefs." 

Is  there  now  one  word  in  this  note,  which  tends  to  correct  thia 
miftake  ?  Not  being  corrected,  was  not  the  truth  of  it  implicitly 
admitted  ?  Was  not  this,  then,  of  a  nature  rather  infidious  ?  to 
the  feelings  of  an  honeft  man,  offensive  ?  What  then  can  be  faid? 
That  the  Earl  of  Chatham  meant  to  deceive  Lord  Bute  !  Or  that 
Dr.  Addington  meant  to  deceive  Sir  James !  No.  Let  us  take  a 
milder  fuppofition.  To  this  part  of  the  letter  the  Earl  did  not  at- 
tend.    The  Doctor  meant,  but  forgot,  to  point  it  out  to  his  no- 
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tice  ;  and  his  Narrative  tells  us,  not  what  he  did,  but  what  he 
meant  to  do. 

Hitherto,  then,  the  letter  of  Sir  James  Wright  affords  no 
proof,  that  the  Earl  of  Bute  held  forth  any  propofition,  or  that 
Dr.  Addington  was  commiffioned  to  hold  forth  any  propofition  to 
the  Earl  of  Chatham  ;  for  hitherto  the  letter  gives  us  nothing 
but  the  fentiments  of  Lord  Chatham,  and  the  wilhes  of  Dr.  Ad- 
dington. 

'  Is  any  fuch  propofition  contained  in  the  meffage  which  Sir  James 
Wright  was  commiffioned  to  deliver,  or  rather  in  the  communica- 
tion which  he  was  permitted  to  make  ?  It  would  be  infulting  the 
underftanding  of  the  Reader,  to  think  a  fingle  argument  was  ne- 

ceflary  to  prove,  that  no  fuch  propofition  is  contained  in   it. 

"  If  the  Earl  of  Chatham  takes  an  a&ive  part  in  adminiftration, 
"  he  may  be  allured  of  my   moji  hearty  concurrence  and  finccrc 

"   o-ood  ivi/Jjes." Is  this  the  language  of  a  man  who  meant  to 

take  a  part  in  adminiftration  ?  Or  is  it  only  the  language  of  an 
independent,  and  no  inconfiderable,  Member  of  the  Legiflature  ? 
Who  fees  not,  that  it  is  the  fimple,  genuine  language,  which 
every  independent  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  which  every 
independent  Member  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  would  naturally 
hold  to  a  Minifler,  on  whofe  abilities  and  integrity  they  relied, 
and  whofe  adminiftration  they  therefore  wifhed  to  fupport  ? 

Is  any  fuch  propofition  contained  in  the  other  part  of  the  letter  ? 
in  that  part  where  Sir  James  fpoke,  not  by  inftruction,  but  in  con- 
fidence ?  Nor  there  neither  :  All  that  is  there  conveyed  is, That  in 
cafe  this  country  fliould  be  found  in  the  moft  imminent  danger, 
and  in  that  cafe  only,  the  Earl  of  Bute  would  do— what  every  ho- 
neft  man  in  his  ftation  ought  to  do,  if  called  upon— would  ad  in 

D  2  con- 
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conjunction  with  an  upright  and  able  adminiftration.  This  furely 
was  not  an  offer  to  act  in  adminiftration  with  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
or  with  any  other  Minifter,  in  a  moment  when  no  fuch  imminent 
danger  either  exifted  or  was  apprehended. 

Did  the  meffage  dictated  by  Lord  Chatham,  in  reply  to  what 
had  been  communicated  through  Dr.  Addington,  either  fuppofe 
fuch  an  offer  to  be  made,  or  reject  it  if  made  ? 

That  meflage  the  Reader  has  feen.  It  expreffes  particular  fa- 
tisfaction  "  at  the  favourable  fentiments  on  hisfubjeel  of  the  Earl 
u  of  Bute?  This  furely  expreffes  no  rejection  on  one  part  ;  no 
offer  on  the  other. 

But  it  expreffes,  moreover,  the  neceffity  of  new  Counfels,  and 
new  Counfellors. 

Let  the  Reader  recollect,  that  Dr.  Addington  had  already  made 
Sir  James  Wright  declare,    that,  with  refpect  to  royal  favour,  the 
two  noble  Lords  ftood  equally  in  the  fame  fituation  :  let  him  com- 
bine this  affertion  of  the  Doctor  with  the  terms  of  the  meffage : 
let  him  recollect,  that  the  Doctor  declares,  that,  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary, he  communicated  to  Lord  Chatham  not  only  the  full  con- 
tents of  the  letter  of  Sir  James,  but  alfo  every  thing  elfe  depofed 
in  the  firft,  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  fecond,  page  of  the  Nar- 
rative :  and  the  Reader  muft  allow,  that  neither  Dr.  Addington, 
nor  any  other  friend  of  Lord  Chatham,  has  a  right  to  fuppofe, 
that  his  Lordfhip's  exprefling  the  neceffity  of  new  Counfellors,  or 
new  Counfels,  could  imply  any  rejection  of  acting  with  Lord 
Bute  ;   fince,  if  the  Doctor's  account  be  true,  Lord  Bute  muft  ap- 
pear to  Lord  Chatham  a  neiv  Counfellor^   in  the  fame  fenfe  as  he 
himftlf  could  be  called  a  new  Counfellor. 

By 
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By  whom  then,  in  what  terms,  upon  what  authority,  at  what 
time,  was  this  pretended  offer  of  acting  in  ajdminiftration  with  the 
Earl  of  Chatham  conveyed  ?  This  part  of  the  tranfa£tion  is  fo  very 
important,  that  every  circumftance  which  relates  to  it  fliould  be 
noted  with  particular  attention. 

By  whom,  then,  was  the  offer  conveyed  ?  It  was  conveyed  by 
Dr.  Addington,  in  certain  conventions  which  he  had  with  the 
Earl  of  Chatham :  and,  as  it  was  not  only  indebted  for  its  con- 
veyance to  the  care,  but  for  its  birth  to  the  imagination,  of  the 
Doctor ;  it  may,  for  any  thing  Sir  James  can  fay,  have  been  con- 
veyed in  fo  flrange  a  manner,  and  at  fo  flrange  a  time,  as  to  make 
it  appear,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  "  of  a  nature  too 
"  infidious,    and  to  his  feelings  too  offenfive  to  be  unrejected  *." 

In  what  terms  was  it  conveyed  ?  In  terms  the  mod  explicit  that 
could  be  invented,  Dr.  Addington  affured  the  Earl  of  Chatham, 
that  the  Earl  of  Bute  was  ready  to  be  Secretary  of  State  in  the 
room  of  Lord  Weymouth  j\ 

Upon  what  authority  was  it  conveyed  ?  Upon  the  authority — 
fo  the  Doctor  boldly  afferts — upon   the  authority  of  Sir  James 

Wright. Indeed  !  flrange  !   This  authority  was  no  doubt  in 

writing  ?  No  :  it  was  a  verbal  authority.  When  was  it  given  ? 
On  the  2d  of  February.  It  was  given,  then,  prior  to  the  firft  vifit 
which  the  Doctor  made  to  Hayes  :  it  was  given  at  the  very  time 
when  he  requefted,  that  the  -whole  of  what  had  paffed  between 
Lord  Bute  and  Sir  James  might  be  communicated  to  the  Earl  of 
Chatham  :  it  was  given  at  the  very  time  he  fo  prudently,  and  cau- 
tioufly,  demanded,  and  fo  readily  was  promifed,   to  have  in  •writ- 

*  See.No,  IV.  Authentic  Account,  folio  6.  f  See  Narrative;  folio  i,  2. 

5  ing> 
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ing,  before  he  went  to  Hayes,  the  fubjlance  of — that  is,  if  words 
have  any  meaning,  every  thing  material,  every  thing  fssential 
in — the  ivhole  of  tuhat  had  pajfed. 

The  Reader  fcarcely  need  turn  back  again  to  the  letter  of  Sir 
"James,  written  in  compliance  with  that  demand.  Not  even  Dr. 
Addington  will  venture  to  affert,  that  there  is  any  thing  in  that 
letter,  either  in  fubftance  or  in  fhadow,  which  looks  like  an  offer, 
on  the  part  of  the  Earl  of  Bute,  to  take  any  office ;  any  thing 
which  infinuates,  even  in  the  mod  diftant  terms,  that  Lord  Bute 
had  it  in  his  power  to  procure  the  difmiflion  of  a  Minifter  from 
fo  refponfible  an  office  ;  or  had  it  in  his  wifh  to  ftep  into  that 
office  himfelf.  Not  even  Dr.  Addington  will  venture  to  affert, 
that  either  he,  or  his  noble  Patron,  could  collect,  from  any  thing 
contained  in  that  letter,  that  any  part  of  the  unrelated  converfa- 
tion  could  convey  fuch  an  offer,  or  warrant  fuch  affurances.  Not 
even  Dr.  Addington  -will  venture  to  deny,  that  this  very  letter 
renders  it  impoffible,  that  any  fuch  verbal  authority  could  have 
been  given  :  for  not  even  Dr.  Addington  will  venture  to  deny, 
that  the  letter  concludes  by  faying,  "  much  more  was  faid,  but  of 
"  lefs  concern?' 

To  the  good  fenfe  and  candour  of  the  Reader  we  may  leave  it 
to  determine,  whether  any  one  part  of  the  converfation  related  in 
the  letter,  was  of  half  fo  much  concern,  or  deferved  half  fo  much 
notice,  as  this  very  part,  which  is  not  related  in  it:  whether  the 
commiffion  to  make  fuch  a  propofition  fo  important,  not  expreff- 
ed,  not  implied,  not  infinuated,  in  the  written  inftrudions, 
could,  with  any  degree  of  common  fenfe,  have  been  given  to  a 
man,  who  by  thofe  very  written  inftru&ions  was  informed,  that 
.they  contained  every  thing  of  great  concern  ?   Can  the  Reader 

defue 
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defire  a  clearer  proof,  that  no  fuch  authority  was  given  ?  that  this 
converfation  is  the  mere  creature  of  the  imagination  of  Dr. 
Addington  ? 

In  fad,  the  Doctor  betrays  himfelf.  When  was  it  poflible  for 
Sir  James  Wright  to  have  given  him  this  verbal  authority  ?  By 
the  Dodor's  own  account,  when  Sir  James  was  called  upon  to  put 
in  writing  the  fubftance  of  what  had  pafled  between  the  Earl  of 
Bute  and  himfelf,  he  excufed  himfelf  for  the  moment,  "  being  in  a 
"  hurry  to  go  to  Ray-honfe" — but  promifed  "  to  write  that  evening, 
"  and  fend  the  letter  to  town  by  nine  the  next  morning."  Would 
the  Dodor  infinuate,  that  Sir  James,  at  that  time,  when  he  pro- 
mifed to  put  the  fubftance  of  all  that  paffed  in  writing,  bade  him 
rely  for  this  important  point  on  bare  verbal  authority  ?  In  fad, 
he  does  infinuate — he. does  more — he  feems  to  aver  it*. 

But  let  him  refled  a  moment.  What  language  does  he  put 
into  the  mouth  of  Sir  James,  whom  he  fuppofes  to  be  fpeaking  to- 
a  man  of  fenfe,  to  a  man  who  knows  the  world,  to  a  Dodor 
Addington  ?  "  Sir,"  he  makes  him  fay,  "  I  am  engaging  you  in 
"  a  very  delicate  and  critical  bufmefs:  for  your  guidance  as  well 
"  as  your  fecurity,  I  will  put  on  paper  the  leajl  material  part  of 
'.*  what  I  am  authorifed  to  give  you  in  commiflion  :  for  your  guid- 
H  ance  as  well  as  your  fecurity  I  will  leave  you  to  verbal  authority 
'•'  for  themojl  material  parts  of  what  I  am  authorifed  to  give  you 
"  in  commiffion."  This  language,  if  Sir  James  could  have  holden 
this  language,  would,  have  been  too  barefaced  to  be  called 
u  infidious ;"  too  clumfy  to  have  merited  the  reproach  of  "  fur- 
tfe prifing  friendly  integrity  by  courtly  infinuation  \ ."     As  Sir  James 

*  See  Narrative,  folio  z.  •}- -See  No.  IV.  Authentic  .Account,  folio  6. 
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had  once  the  h.'gheft  opinion  of  the  integrity  of  Dr.  Adding- 
ton,  fo  he  affures  him  that  he  never  had,  nor  has  he  now,  fo 
contemptuous  an  opinion  of  his  underftanding,  as  to  have  hoklen 
fuch  a  language  as  this  to  him. 

In  truth,  it  is  with  pain  that  Sir  James  fees  the  Dodor  p'.ace 
his  own  underftanding  in  lb  unfavourable  a  point  of  view.  For 
what  opinion  can  the  reader  form  of  that  man's  underftanding, 
who,  in  a  bufmefs  of  this  nature,  demands  a  written  authority  ; 
receives,  approves,  ads  upon  that  written  authority ;  and  then 
gravely  obferves,  that  this  authority,  fo  demanded,  received,  ap- 
proved, acted  upon,  mif-ftates  the  raoft  material  fact,  omits  the 
moft  material  inftrudion  ?  Why  then  approve,  why  ad  upon  it? 
Why  not  return  it  to  Sir  James  to  corred  and  enlarge  it  ?  Three 
fhort  hours  would  have  been  fufKcient  to  fend  it  back,  and  to  re- 
ceive it  again  with  thefe  corredions  and  enlargements.  And  im- 
minent as  the  danger  of  the  Country  appeared  to  the  Dodor  and 
his  patron,  three  fhort  hours  would  not  have  completed  the  con- 
summation of  its  ruin. 

Another  thing  muft  ftrike  the  Reader;  fo  inconfiftent  is  the 
verbal  authority  with  the  whole  tenor  of  the  letter,  that  it  clearly 
did  not  gain  credit  from  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  This  may  be 
boldly  affertcd  from  the  Dodor's  own  fhewing.  For  when  he 
related  this  part  of  the  pretended  converfation  to  the  Karl  of  Chat- 
ham, the  Earl,  he  confeffes,  "  thought  it  Jlrangc"  and  with  an 
air  of  marked  incredulity,  cried  out,  "  Indeed !  did  Sir  James 
"  Wright  tell  you  fo  ?" 

Accustomed  as  the  Earl  of  Chatham  had  been  to  Negoci- 
ations,  he  muft  have  totally  loft  his  faculties  before  he  could  have 

liftened 
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liftened  for  a  moment  to  a  commiflion  given  by  a  man,  who  pro- 
fefling  to  write  the  fubftance  of  all  that  was  to  be  faid,  who  de- 
claring that  nothing  of  concern  was  to  be  offered,  but  what  was 
written  ;  could  yet  have  given  only  verbal  inftrudio.is  about  the 
circumftance  of  all  others  the  moft  material,  the  circumftance 
which  was  to  form  the  great  object  of  the  Negociation. 

With  no  great  confidence,  one  would  think,  could  the  Earl 
have  liftened  to  the  man  who  fhould  accept  fuch  a  commiflion, 
who  fhould  be  weak  enough  to  rely  on  verbal  inftrudions  for  the 
mojl  important  of  all  the  points,  which  he  conceived  he  was  to  agi- 
tate ;  at  the  fame  time  that  for  lefs  material  points  he  came  armed 
with  written  inftrudions ;  and  thofe  inftrudions  alfo  couched  in 
fuch  terms,  as  not  only  not  to  convey  general  credentials,  or  powers 
of  any  latitude,  but  exprefsly,  and  in  terms,  to  limit  the  cre- 
dentials and  the  powers  to  what  was  contained  in  thofe  inflec- 
tions. His  confidence  in  fuch  a  Negociator  would  not,  one  would 
imagine,  be  very  much  augmented,  when  he  remarked  the  un- 
toward moment  at  which  this  fagacious  Negociator  introduced 
this  material  part  of  his  bufinefs. 

For  at  what  time  was  this  offer  conveyed  ?  At  a  very  remark- 
able time.  It  was  on  the  3d  of  February  ;  after  the  Dodor  had 
read  to  the  attentive  Earl  of  Chatham  the  firft  letter  of  Sir  James  ; 
after  the  Earl  had  taken  fome  minutes  to  refled  upon  the  con- 
tents of  that  letter;  after  he  had  adually  didated  an  anfwer  to  that 
letter  ;  after  that  anfwer  had  been  written  ;  after  that  anfwer  had 
been  read  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham :  then  it  was,  at  that  critical 
moment,  that  Dr.  Addington  communicated  to  the  Earl  the  readi- 

E  nefs 
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nefsof  Lord  Bute  to  be  Secretary  of  State   in  the  place  of  Lord 
Weymouth  *. 

"  Confidence,'' — the  Earl  of  Chatham  once  faid  upon  a  re- 
markable occafion,  '*  was  a  plant  of  flow  growth  in  an  aged 
"  bofom."  Well  was  it  for  Dr.  Addington,  that  his  Lordfhip's 
confidence  in  him  was  full  grown.  The  manner,  and  the  time, 
of  introducing  this  offer,  might  otherwife  have  torn  it  up  by 
the  roots.  And  the  epithets  of  "  infulions"  and  "  offeiifive"1 
might  have  been  transferred  from  one  fubject  to  another. 

But,  in  truth,  thefe  very  reflections  fupply  another,  and  that 
an  indifputable  proof,  that  this  part  of  the  Doctor's  Narrative  did 
not  gain  credit  from  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  His  Lordfhip  did  not 
doubt  the  integrity  of  his  friend  ;  but  he  had  too  much  difcern- 
ment  not  to  perceive,  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  on  his  me- 
mory, or  his  judgment.  He  acted,  therefore,  as  if  no  fuch  pro- 
portion had  been  hinted.  He  did  not  add  one  fyllable  to,  he  did 
not  change  one  letter  in,  the  mefTage  he  had  dictated,  before  this 
propofition  had  been  mentioned.  He  took  no  notice  of  a  circum- 
ftance  to  which  he  gave  no  credit ;  but  to  which,  had  he 
given  credit  to  it,  as  an  honeft  man,  predetermined  not  to 
act  with  Lord  Bute,  he  was  bound  to  give  the  raoft  explicit 
anfwer. 


Thus  far  then,   no  proof  has  been  adduced,    that  the  Earl  of 
ute  held  for 
of  Chatham. 


Bute  held  forth  the  idea  of  acting  in  adminiftration  with  the  Earl 


See  Narrative,  folio  z. 

By 


ANOTHER    ACCOUNT.  27 

By  what  proof  is  the  next  propofition  eftablifhed  ?  How  does 
it  appear,  that  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  without  hefitation,  peremp- 
torily rejected  all  idea  of  acting  in  adminiitration  with  the  Earl 
of  Bute  ? 

The  truth  of  this  propofition  refts,  in  the  firft  inftance,  upon 
the  private  authority  of  Dr.  Addington.  Where  elfe  could  it  reft? 
For  as  no  offer  had  been  made,  or  intended  to  be  made,  by  any 
other  perfon,  to  no  other  perfon  could  a  rejection  well  be  fignified. 
What  credit  may  be  due  to  this  partial  authority,  the  Reader  may, 
perhaps,  in  his  own  bofom  have  already  decided.  He  has  feen 
the  Doctor,  without  any  voucher,  in  direct  and  palpable  contra- 
diction to  a  written  voucher,  compel  the  Earl  of  Bute  to  make  an 
offer  of  acting  in  adminiftration  with  the  Earl  of  Chatham  : 
Would  it  be  more  wonderful,  if,  without  any  voucher,  in  direct 
and  palpable  contradiction  to  a  written  voucher,  he  fhould  compel 
the  Earl  of  Chatham,  without  hefitation,  peremptorily  to  reject 
fuch  an  offer  ? 

And,  in  fact,  fuch  feems  to  have  been  the  cafe.  The  only 
written  voucher,  given  at  this  firft  period,  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Chatham,  the  Reader  has  already  feen.  Does  that  contain  a  per- 
emptory rejection  ?  The  Reader  has  feen  that  it  does  not.  And 
yet  the  Doctor  informs  us,  that  the  Earl  of  Chatham  did,  if  not 
•without  hefitation,  yet  peremptorily,  reject  the  idea  of  acting 
with  the  Earl  of  Bute.  For,  fays  the  Doctor  "  After  this,"  that 
is  after  he  had  made  an  offer  on  the  part  of  Lord  Bute,  which  he 
was  never  authorifed  to  make — "  I  afked  Lord  Chatham,  whether 
"  he  had  any  objection  to  coming  in  with  Lord  Bute  or  Lord 
"  North  ?  He  lifted  up  his  hands,  and  Lid,  It  was  impoffible  for 

E  2  "  him 
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"  him  to  fcrve  ihe  King  and  country  with  either  of  them  :  p.nd  if 
"  any  one  afks  you  about  it,  I  defire  you  to  bear  witnefs  that  you 
"  heard  me  fay  fo 

Such  a  multitude  ofQueftions  crowd  in  upon  us  here,  that 
one  knows  not  where  to  begin ;  to  which  to  give  the  prefe- 
rence. 

How  came  the  name  of  Lord  North  to  be  introduced?  Will 
the  Dodor  pretend  that  Sir  James  gave  him  any  commiffion  to 
negociate  with  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  on  the  part  of  Lord  North  ? 
Or  has  the  Dodor  made  a  vow  to  do  all,  that  depends  on  him, 
to  fet  Sir  James  at  variance  with  every  man,  to  whom  he  has  obli- 
gations, or  for  whom  he  feels  refped  ? 

Having  declared,  that  he  could  not  ferve  the  King  and  coun- 
try with  either  of  thefe  Noble  Lords  ;  the  Earl  of  Chatham  defired, 
and,  the  Dodor  tells  us,  over  again  defired,  that  he,  the  Dodor, 
would  bear  witnefs  to  this  determination,  if  any  one  afked  him 
about  it. 

Now  then  let  the  Dodor  bring  this  rejedion  home  to  Sir 
James.  Did  he  bear  witnefs  of  this  determination  to  Sir  James  ? 
If  he  did  not,  how  will  he  clear  himfelfof  the  charge  of  difobey- 
ing  the  folemn  injundions  of  his  Patron  ?  Fon,  by  his  account,  Sir 
James  had  afked  him  about  it;  was  waiting  for  his  anfwer  about  it. 
How  will  he  clear  himfelfof  the  charge  of  abufing  the  confidence 
of  the  man  whom  he  called  his  friend  ?  Or  how  can  Sir  James  be 

•  Narrative,  filio  2. 
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affected  by  a  rejection,  which  he  never  knew,  which  he  never 
could  fufpect  ? 

That  he  did  not  bear  witnefs  of  this  determination,  appears 
from  his  own  Narrative. — "  Sir  James,"  fays  he,  "  continued  at 
"  Ray-Houfe  till  February  5th  or  6th.  He  called  on  the  Doctor 
"  in  the  morning  of  the  6th*." 

It  is  true,  that  Sir  James,  far  from  confidering  himfelf  in  the 
light  of  a  Negociator;  far  from  feeling  that  preffing  anxiety, 
which  a  Negociator,  impatient  for  an  anfwer,  would  naturally 
have  felt;  ftaid  from  the  2d  to  the  6th  of  February,  quietly  em- 
ployed about  his  farm  at  Ray-Houfe. 

The  Doctor  was  not  quite  fo  much  at  his  eafe ;  he  felt  more 
of  the  emprejfment  of  the  bufy  Negociator.  Nor  fhall  his  merits 
be  loft,  or  due  praife  withheld. — Impatient  at  the  inactivity  of  Sir 
James,  on  the  5th  of  February  the  Doctor  wrote  him  the  follow- 
ing, very  preffing  invitation  : 

Copy  of  a  Note  from  Dr.  Adding  ton  to  Sir  James  Wright. 

"  Dear  Sir  James, 

"  I  beg  you  to  come  to  town.  There  is  no  time  to  lofe,  in 
"  the  opinion  of  your  ever  faithful  friend, 

Thurfday,  Feb.  5th.  "A.  Addingtont-* 

*  See  Narrative,  folio  2. 

■f  The  original  of  this  note  is  in   the  hands  of  Sir  James  Wrig'it.     How   the  modefty  ci 
this  ever-faithful  friend  came  to  conceal  it  from  the  Public,  that  Public  is  left  to  determine. 

On 
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On  the  6th  of  February,  and  in  confequence  of  this  invitation, 
Sir  James  returned  to  town.  He  called  on  the  Doctor ;  and  as 
the  Doctor  very  truly  relates — for  fometimes  the  Doctor  is  cor- 
rect—  he  took  a  copy  of  the  Earl  of  Chatham's  anlwer:  as  the 
Doctor  very  truly  relates,  he  took  notice  of  the  phrafe  "  real 
change."  As  the  Doctor  very  truly  relates,  he  took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  remarking  that  the  Earl  of  Bute  had  not  feen  a  great 
pcrfonage  for not  two,  but many  years. 

Here  now  was  the  very  opening  which  the  Doctor  (hould  have 
wifhed  for  declaring  what  his  Patron  had  charged  him  to  declare 
to  every  inquirer :  namely,  that  his  LorduSip  could  not  ferve  the 
King  and  country  with  Lord  Bute.  Did  the  Doctor,  on  this 
opening,  or  at  any  time  during  the  converfation  of  this  day,  com- 
municate this  declaration  to  Sir  James  ?  In  neither  of  his  contra- 
dictory accounts  of  this  day's  converfation,  has  the  Doctor  offered 
to  aflert  that  he  did.  If  he  did  not  mention  it  on  this  day,  he 
could  not  mention  it  during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  tranfaction. 
For,  by  his  own  account,  he  faw  no  more  of  Sir  James  till  after 
the  tranfaction  had,  on  his  part,  been  finally  clofed. 

There  was  yet  another  communication,  which,  furely,  the 
Doctor  was  bound  to  make ;  another  queftion,  which  he  was,  on 
this  day,  bound  to  put  to  Sir  James.  Lord  Chatham,  as  the 
Doctor  has  already  told  us,  had  expreffed  his  doubts,  whether 
Lord  Bute  had  declared  his  readinefs  to  be  Secretary  of  State  ? 
And  the  Doctor  likewife  tells  us,  that  "  he  has  aflced  Sir  James 
"  once  or  twice  fince,  whether  Lord  Bute  would  be  Secretary  of 
"  State  ?''  Did  the  Doctor,  during  the  courfe  of  this  day's  conver- 
fation, put  this  important  queftion  ?  In  neither  of  his  contradic- 
tory accounts  of  this  day's  converfation,  has  the  Doctor  prefumed 

4  to 
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to  alTert  that  he  did.  What  purpofe  he  meant  to  anfvver  by  put- 
ting the  queflion  at  any  later  period — if  indeed  he  had  put  it  at 
any  later  period — the  Doctor  will  not  venture  to  declare  *". 

We  are  now  drawing  near  to  the  conclufion  of  the  Doctor's 
Narrative.  Sir  James  quitted  London  the  fame  evening;  hav- 
ing firft  informed  Dr.  Addington,  "  that  his  ft  ay  in  town  could 
11  be  of  no  further  tife."  The  next  day,  the  7  th  of  February, 
was  a  bufy  day.  On  that  day  Dr.  Addington  wrote  one  of  his 
contradictory  Accounts  of  the  converfation  of  the  preceding 
day  t :  on  the  fame  day,  Lord  Chatham  wrote,  with  his  own 
hand,  and  in  his  own  ftile,  his  firft  letter  of  rejeclion :  thai  letter 
which  declares  that  certain — not  terms,  not  propofitions — but 
"  converfations"  could  not  be  unrejecled :  that  letter  which  now, 
on  the  7th  of  February,  difcovers,  that  the  man  "  ivhofe  favour- 
**  able  fentiments  gave  him"  on  the  3d  of  February  "Juchparti- 
"  cular  J'atisfaclion"   "  had  brought    the  King   and   kingdom  to 

•  The  Reader  is  defired  to  compare  the  two  Accounts  given  by  Dr.  Addington  of  this 
day's  convtrfa:on  ;  the  one  is  to  be  found  in  the  Letter,  marked  No.  III.  "  Authentic  Ac- 
*' count,"  folio  5,  6.  the  other  in  the  Narrative,  folio  z. — In  the  latter,  Sir  James  Wright  is 
made  to  fay,  "  no  objeSlion  was  likely  to  be  made  to  more  than  one  of  his  Lordfllip's" 
" — meaning  the  Earl  of  Chatham's — Friends:"  In  the  Narrative,  he  is  made  to  fay, 
"  There  are  feme  he — Lord  Chatham — might  cliufe  who  could  not  be  admitted.'" — In  the  lat- 
ter, he  is  made  to  exprefs  a  with  of  an  interview  between  the  noble  Lords :  in  the  Narrative, 
no  fuch  wiih  is  exprefled,  or  infinuated. — In  the  letter  it  is  aflirted,  that  to  this  with,  Sir 
James  only  added,  •'  that  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  Earls  of  Bute  and  Chatham  to  fave 
the  nation  :"  In  the  Narrative,  he  is  allowed  to  have  mentioned  the  length  of  time  fince  the 
Earl  of  Bute  had  feen  his  Royal  Matter  ;  a  circumflance,  furely,  too  material  to  have  been  pa/Ted 
by  unnoticed.  Let  the  Reader  judge,  now,  what  reliance  can  be  had  on  the  Narrative,  or 
on  the  Authentic  Account,  of  a  man  who,  in  the  relation  of  one  half-hour's  converfation, 
tan  fo  grolsly  contradict  himfelf  on  points  fo  material. 

•j-  See  No.  III.   Authentic  Account,  folio  5,  6. 

a  ruin.*' 
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*'  ruin*."  On  the  fame  day  too,  Sir  James  Wright  wrote  his 
fecond  and  laft  letter  on  this  fubjecT: ;  and  here,  fo  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  ended  the  tranfa&ion. 

It  is  neceffary  that,  in  this  part,  the  Reader  be  attentive  to 
dates. 

This  Letter,  he  will  obferve,  was  written  on  the  7th  of  Febru- 
ary, but  contains  the  account  of  what  had  pafled  between  the 
Earl  of  Bute  and  Sir  James  Wright  on  the  6th  of  February  ; 
when  Sir  James,  for  the  firft  time,  faw,  and  communicated  to  the 
Earl  of  Bute  Lord  Chatham's  Note  of  the  3d  of  February  :  that 
on  quitting  the  Earl  of  Bute  after  that  converfation,  on  the  6th 
of  February,  Sir  James  informed  Dr.  Addington,  that  his  ftay  in 
town  could  be  of  no  fervice :  that  Sir  James  went  that  evening 
into  the  country  :  that  Dr.  Addington  communicated  both  thefe 
fads  to  the  Earl  of  Chatham,  at  Hayes,  by  a  letter  written  Febru- 
ary the  7th,  at  two  o'clock  :  that,  on  receiving  that  account,  Lord 
Chatham  wrote  his  letter  of  rejection,  which  reached  Dr.  Adding- 
ton on  Sunday  the  8th  of  February :  that  on  the  fame  day,  and 
near  the  fame  time,  the  Doctor  received  the  following  letter  from 
Sir  James  Wright  by  one  of  his  fervants  f»  which  had  been  writ- 
ten in  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  of  February. 

The  laft  converfation  therefore  between  the  Earl  of  Bute  and 
Sir  James  Wright,  upon  this  fubject,  palled  mere  than  four-and- 

*  See  No.  IV.  Authentic  Account,  folio  6. 

f  The  Doftor  fays,  4-  the  letter  was  cxpefted  by  the  port,  but  came  by  a  /fecial  mejingir." 
The  truth  is,  Sir  Jarr.es  went  into  the  country  on  Ftiday  evening  ;  not  having  leifure  to  write 
that  evening,  and  no  poll  gr,ing  into  London  on  Sunday,  he  Cent  a  common  livery  fervant  with 
it :  but  the  Do&or,  full  ol  the  dignity  cf  a  Negotiation,  converts  this  livery  fervant  into  a  Spe- 
cial MefTenger. 

3  twenty 
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twenty  hours,  and  the  written  account  of  it  was  drawn  up  more 
than  twelve  hours,  before  Lord  Chatham's  Letter  of  Rejedlion 
was  written";  or,  fo  far  as  appears,  was  ever  thought  of. 


No.  VI. Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  James  Wright  to 

Dr.  Addlngton. 

"  My  dear  Doctor,  Ray-Houfc,  Feb.  7,  1778. 

"  I  communicated  our  converfation  of  yefterday  to  my 
friend,  foon  after  I  left  you,  and  then  fhewed  him  a  copy  of 
the  paper  you  allowed  me  to  tranfcribe.  You  will  eafily  recol- 
lect, on  my  firft  reading  it  over  with  you,  the  obfervation  I 
made  on  the  particular  expreffion  in  it,  ct  A  real  change,  and 
not  a  mere  palliation  ;"  namely,  that  your  noble  friend  ftill 
thought  that  Lord  Bute  had  influence  in  the  meafures  of  Admi- 
nistration. In  the  very  fame  light  he  alfo  conftrued  this  expref- 
fion ;  he  therefore  defired  me  to  inform  you,  for  the  inftruc- 
"  tion  of  your  friend,  that  the  ill  health  he  had  long  been  fub- 
"  jett  to,  united  with  the  diftreffes  of  his  family,  had  accuftomed 
"  him  to  a  perfect  retired  life,  which  he  hoped,  as  long  as  he 
"  lived,  fteadily  to  adhere  to  ;  he  added,  that  his  long  abfence 
"  .from  all  fort  of  public  bufinefs,  and  the  many  years  which  had 
"  intervened  fince  he  faw  the  King,  precluded  him  from  forming 
"  any  idea  of  meafures  pad  or  to  come,  but  what  he  gathers 
"  from  very  general  converfation,  or  the  news-papers  ;  and  this 
"  total  ignorance,  he  faid,  renders  the  opinion  given  of  the  pre- 
"  fent  dangerous  crifis  more  alarming  to  him  than  it  would  other- 
"  wife  be,  and  much  more  painful,  as,  notwithstanding  his  zeal 
"  for  the  country,  love  for  the  King,  and  very  high  opinion  of 

F  «  Lord 
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«'  Lord  Chatham,  he  has  it  not  in  his  power  to  he  of  the  leaft  ufe 

"  in  this  dangerous  emergency  ;  and  that  from  his  heart  he  wifhed 

"  Lord   Chatham  every  imaginable  fuccefs  in  the  reftoration  of 

"  the  puhlic  welfare. 

"  I  think,  my  dear  Doctor,  this  was  almoft  verbatim  my 
"  friend's  converfation  ;  at  leaft,  I  am  confident  it  is  a  fac-fimile 
"  of  his  real  fentiments  ;  and  you  fee  how  very  diftant  they  are 
"  from  the  leaft  inclination  ever  to  interfere  in  the  prefent  or  any 
"  future  Adminiftration,  which  your  nohle  friend  feemed  to  ap- 
u  prehend.  May  he  extend  the  powers  of  his  own  great  and 
"  honeft  abilities,  to  heal  the  dreadful  wounds,  which  this  poor 
"  country  has  received  from  what  he  very  wifely  calls  pajl  errors.. 
"  Without  his  head,  as  well  as  heart,  I  fear  all  is  loft.  I  remem- 
"  ber  poor  Lord  Northington  faying  to  me  more  than  once,  not 
"  long  before  his  death,  that  "  as  I  was  a  young  man,  I  fhould 
"  probably  live  to  fee  (if  I  furvived  Lord  Chatham  and  a  few  other 
"  great  men)  that  this  country  would  not  only  want  abilities  but 
"  hearts,  and  that  our  ftate  would  then  be  really  piteous,  where 
"  both  knowledge  and  integrity  were  wanting  to  protect  us."' 
"  Pray  God  your  noble  friend  may  ftep  forth  before  this  forrow- 
"  ful  epocha  arrives,  and  ftem  the  dreadful  tide  of  profligacy, 
"  inattention  to  bufinefs,  and  barefaced  immorality,  which  daily 
**  increafe  in  every  department  of  life,  and  muft  bring  down  ruin, 
*'  and  the  diflolution  of  our  country. 

**  That  fuft  quality  of  knowledge,  which  Lord  Northington 
14  lamented  the  extinction  of  in  this  country,  I  fhall  never  pre- 
11  fume  to  be  entitled  to  ;  but  that  of  integrity  I  dare  aflert  my 

"  claim 
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li  claim  to ;  and  in  that  particular  I  hold  myfelf  inferior  to  no 
"  man  :  I  only  wifh  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  your  great  and 
"  invaluable  friend  the  moft  convincing  proofs  of  this  affertion,  as 
*  well  as  of  my  profound  veneration  for  him.  You  have  known 
"  me  long  enough  to  be  perfuaded,  that  nothing  can  divert  me 
"  from  the  love  of  my  country,  and  the  paths  of  an  honeft  con- 
"  duel: ;  therefore  ever  command,  with  the  utmoft  freedom,  my 
"  dearDo&or, 

"  Your  moft  faithful  and  fincere  friend, 

"  JAMES  WRIGHT. 

"  P.  S.  I  fhall  be  in  town  on  Tuefday  about  three  o'clock,  and 
*'  ftay  till  the  following  day  *." 

We  have  already  had  occafion  to  obferve,  that  the  offer  made 
by  Dr.  Addington,  on  the  authority,  as  he  pretended,  of  Sir 
James  Wright,  and  in  the  name  of  Lord  Bute,  to  take  the  office 
of  Secretary  of  State,  was  fo  totally  inconfiftent  with  the  contents 
of  the  firft  letter  written  by  Sir  James,  that  the  Earl  of  Chatham 
gave  no  kind  of  credit  to  it.  So  utterly  inconfiftent  was  that 
offer  with  every  thing  contained  in  this  fecond  and  laft  letter, 
that  neither  the  Earl  nor  Countefs  of  Chatham  could  help  obferv- 
ing,  "  how  'widely  this  letter  differed  from  the  tenor" — for  the 
Dodfor  had  boldly  undertaken  to  relate,  not  the  purport,  but  the 
tenor ;  not  ihcfubjlance,  but  the  'very  rvords — "  of  fome  of  thofe 
"  intimations  conveyed  in  toxmtrjlrange  converfations.'* 

'  The  Numbers  HI.  IV.  V.  are  notes  between  Lord  Chatham  and  Dr.  Addington.  Sir 
James  being  not  privy  to  any  one  of  them  at  the  time,  they  are  no  evidence ;  and  on  that 
account,  as  well  as  on  account  of  their  illiberally,  they  are  not  reprinted. 

F  a  No. 
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No.  VII.— Copy  of  a  letter  from  Lady  Chatham  to  Dr.  Addington* 

dated  February  qth. 

"  I  writf,  my  dear  Sir,  from  my  Lord's  bed-fide,  who  has 
"  had  much  pain  all  laft  night  from  gout  in  his  left  hand  and 
"  wrift.  The  pulfe  indicates  more  pain  to  come.  He  dcfires  me 
**  to  exprefs  for  him  the  true  fenfe  he  has  of  all  your  very  friendly 
"  attention  in  this  very  delicate  and  critical  fituation.  The  gen- 
"  tleman's  letter  which  you  tranfmit  is  handfomely  written,  and 
"  fufficiently  explicit.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  impoffible  not  to 
«'  remark,  hoiv  ivide/y  it  differs  from  the  tenor  of fome  of  the  inti- 
"  motions  conveyed  in  former  Jl range  converfations  to  you  *.  The 
K  letter  now  before  him  is  written  alfo  with  much  good  fenfe  and 
"  candour,  as  coming  from  a  heart  touched  with  the  extreme 
"  dangers  impending  over  the  King  and  Kingdom.  Thofe  dan- 
M  gers  are  indeed  extreme,  and  feem  to  preclude  all  hope. 
"  Hayes,  quarter  before  one,  Feb.  9,  1778. 

Thus  much,  then,  for  the  propofitions  which  the  w  Authentic 
"  Account,"  and  the  "  Narrative,''  of  Dr.  Addington  were  in- 
tended to  eftablifh  :  Thus  much  for  that  Authentic  Account,  and 
for  that  Narrative.  We  have  enquired  how  far  the  propofitions 
are  eftablifhed  ;  we  have  compared  the  Account  and  the  Narra- 
tive with  the  written  Vouchers  produced  to  fupport  them  j  from 

*  The  words  here  printed  in  Italics  are  remarkable.  Would  the  Reader  have  thought  it  poffi- 
ble,  that,  in  copying  this  letter  for  the  perufil  of  Sir  James,  the  Doflor  could  have  totally  cmitttd 
words  fo  remarkable;  words  which  it  fo  highly  imported  Sir  James  to  have  /een  f  Reader,  Dr. 
Addington,  in  the  copy  he  gave  of  this  paper  to  Sir  James  Wright,  did  totally  omit  thefe  words. 
And  yet  the  Doflor,  in  h  s  Narrative,  does  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  he  communicant!  that  let- 
ter of  Lady  Chatham — that  is,  as  every  honeft  man  would  underfland  it,  the  whole  of  .hat 
letter— to  Sir  James. 

this 
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this  enquiry  and  comparifon  the  reader  has  feen,  That  nothing 
contained  in  the  written  Vouchers  *  proves  either  of  the  propo- 
rtions which  it,  in  any  wife,  concerns  Sir  James  Wright  to  dif- 
prove.  For  the  reader  has  feen,  that  nothing  in  thefe  written 
Vouchers  proves,  either  that  the  Earl  of  Bute  held  out  to  the  Earl 
of  Chatham  the  idea  of  a&ing  with  him  in  Adminiftration  ;  or  that 
any  information  was  given,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this  tranfac- 
tion,  to  Sir  James,  that  Lord  Chatham  was  determined  without 
hefitation,  peremptorily  to  reject  every  idea  of  ading  in  Admini- 
ftration with  the  Earl  of  Bute. 

The  Earl  of  Bute  then  is  fully  vindicated  from  the  charge, 
fuch  as  it  was,  of  having  opened  a  negociation  with  Lord  Chat- 
ham :  of  having  pretended  to  the  power,  or  expreffed  a  wifh,  of 
difpofing  of  offices,  or  conducting  meafures. 

But  Sir  James  conceives  that  he  has  gone  further;  he  con- 
ceives that  he  has  fully  vindicated  his  own  character  from  the 
charge,  fo  illiberally  brought  againft  him,  of  having  acted  the 
part  of  an  officious,  infidious  emiiTary.  A  charge,  which,  he  is  fure, 
the  Noble  Lord  would  not  have  brought,  had  he  not  been  mifin- 
formed  :  which,  he  is  fure,  the  Noble  Lord  would  have  retracted, 
had  he  lived  to  fee  the  publication  of  Dr.  Addington. 

•  The  Reader  will  once  more  obferve,  that  no  other  of  the  papers  publifhed  by  Dr.  Ad- 
dington deferve  the  ,i:me  of  voucher?,  but  thcfe  marked  I.  II.  VI.  VII.  becaufe  to  thefe  on- 
ly was  Sir  James  Wright  in  any  degree  privy.  Thofe  marked  III.  IV.  V.  were  private  notes, 
between  ens  of  the  parties  and  his  friends ;  which  not  having  been  communicated  to  the  other 
party  during  the  courfe  of  ihe  tranfiftion,  are  of  no  higher  authority  than  the  Account  .•'nd 
Narrative;  of  which,  in  truth,  they  are  parts  and  not  proofs.  The  four  firft  Sir  James  has 
here  republished,  and  has  added  a  fifth,  not  publifhed  by  Dr.  Addington. 

Ecr 
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For  Sir  James  has  proved,  as  he  apprehends,  that  nothing  con- 
tained in  the  written  Vouchers  can  be  fo  mifconftrued,  as  to  fup- 
port  the  idea,  that  he  ever  received,  or  delivered  to  Dr.  Ad- 
dington,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  any  propofition  from  Lord 
Bute  to  take  a  part  in  Administration  with  Lord  Chatham.  And 
though  it  be  directly  aflerted,  both  in  the  Account  and  in  the 
Narrative,  that  fuch  a  propofition  was  made,  yet,  as  Sir  James 
conceives,  he  has  proved  that  both  the  Account  and  Narrative 
may  be  untrue,  becaufe  they  are  not  fupported  by  the  written 
Vouchers :  mufl  be  untrue,  becaufe  they  are  at  once  incompatible 
with  the  written  Vouchers,  and  moreover  contradictory  to  them- 
felves :  nay,  he  has  gone  yet  further ;  he  has  proved,  beyond  a 
doubt,  that  neither  the  Earl,  nor  the  Countefs  of  Chatham,  did, 
&t  the  time,  give  any  credit  to  thofe  proportions. 

Two  queft'rons  will  naturally  occur  to  the  Reader.  What 
could  induce  Dr.  Addington  to  attribute  to  Sir  James  propofi- 
tions  he  had  never  made  ?  What  could  induce  others  to  give  a 
fanction  to  a  Narrative  ftating  propofitions,  which,  at  the  time, 
they  did  not  believe  to  have  been  made  ? 

To  this  queftion  a  fufficient  anfwer  would  be  made ; — Who 
can  account  for  the  paroxyfms  of  party-rage  ? — But  fome  linger- 
ing regard  for  the  character  of  Dr.  Addington  has  induced  Sir 
James  to  recollect,  if  poffible,  any  circumftance  of  alleviation. 
If  the  following  Plain  Account  mould  ferve,  in  any  degree,  to  pal- 
liate the  conduct  of  Dr.  Addington;  to  that  palliation,  as  the 
laft  act  of  friendship,  he  is  fully  welcome. 

***** 

During 
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During  the  courfe  of  his  illnefs,  in  1777*  Sir  James,  as  has 
been  ftated,  received  long  and  frequent  vifits  from  Dr.  Adding- 
ton.  In  thefe  vifits,  as  has  been  ftated,  the  convention  generally 
turned  upon  politics.  On  fuch  a  fubjed  it  was  fcarcely  poffible 
not  to  obferve,  and  obferving  not  to  lament,  how  much  the  mea- 
fures  of  Government  were  impededr  and  the  country  was  endan- 
gered, by  the  fpirit  of  party,  and  the  dilfentions  of  men,  whofe 
union  would  give  vigour  to  the  constitution,  and  energy  to  every 
act  of  Government.  Hence  the  gradatiou  was  eafy,  and  natural, 
to  exprefs  a  wifh  for  a  coalition  of  parties. 

It  was  not  unnatural  for  Sir  James  and  for  the  Doctor  to  de- 
fcend  to  particulars,  and  to  exprefs  a  wifh,  that  their  refpective 
friends  might  be  united.  But  this  wifh  was  almoft  always  accom- 
panied, on  the  part  of  Sir  James,  by  a  declaration  of  his  opi- 
nion, that  Lord  Bute  never  would  take  a  part  in  Administration, 
To  this  the  Doctor  almoft  as  conftantly  replied,  That  without  tak- 
ing a  part  in  Administration,  by  only  counfelling  his  Majefty  to 
place  his  confidence  in  Lord  Chatham,  his  Lordfhip  might  fervc 
his  country,  and  endear  himfelf  to  all  parties. 

But  Sir  James  knew,  and,  on  thefe  occafions,  frequently  re- 
peated to  Dr.  Addington,  that  he  knew  Lord  Bute  had  not  feen 
the  King  for  many  years  *. 

*  About  the  year  1769,  Sir  James  Wright,  then  his  Majefty's  Refident  to  the  Republic  of 
Venice,  was  in  England,  on  leave  of  abfence.  Lord  B.  was  then  in  Venice,  at  the  honfe  of 
the  Refident,  dangeroufly  ill.  His  death  was  reported.  His  Majefty  queftioned  Sir  Jame* 
about  the  truth  of  this  report:  and  Sir  James  remarking,  that  his  Lordfhip  had  been  much  al- 
tered by  a  former  illnefs,  his  Majefty  faid,  he  had  not  fetn  him  for  ttvo  years.—  The  Reader 
sun  ft  have  obferved,  how  indecently  the  Do&or  has  perverted  this  fitnple  circumitance. 
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But  he  generally  added,  that  he  was  firmly  perfuaded,  Lord 
Bute  wifhed  as  well  to  this  country,  as  Lord  Chatham  or  any  other 
member  of  the  community  could  wifh  to  it :  that  he  verily  be- 
lieved, that  Lord  Bute  refpected  the  abilities  of  Lord  Chatham  ; 
and,  fo  far  as  his  health  and  retired  fituation  permitted,  would 
gladly  contribute  to  procure  fuch  a  coalition,  as  under  Lord  Chat- 
ham, or  under  any  other  able  and  honeft  man,  might  reftore  vi- 
gour to  Government,  and  tranquillity  to  the  Public.  Thefe  con- 
ventions were  frequent,  but  private,  but  confidential,  but  held  in 
a  fick  room,  between  a  patient  and  his  phyfician,  between  two  in- 
timate friends.  It  is  poffible,  that  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  private 
converfations,  either  the  Doctor,  or  Sir  James,  or  Lady  Wright, 
whofe  kind  attention  to  Sir  James  made  her  the  conftant  compa- 
nion of  his  hours  of  ficknefs,  might  throw  out  fome  vague  ideas 
of  changes  in  this  or  that  department. 

It  is  poffible — and  it  is  the  only  palliation  Sir  James  can  ima- 
gine for  the  conduct  of  Dr.  Addington — it  is  poffible  that  Dr.  Ad- 
dington  may  have  confounded  thefe  former  private,  confidential, 
unguarded  effufions  of  focial  converfation,  with  the  more  ferious 
tranfaction,  which  began  on  the  2d,  and  ended  on  the  7th  of  Fe- 
bruary  1778. 

That  tranfaction  was  fimply  this  :  Towards  the  end  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1778,  Dr.  Addington  grew  more  earncft  and  ferious  in 
his  converfations  with  Sir  James  on  thefe  fubjects,  declared  that 
Lord  Chatham  had  the  higheft  opinion  of  the  honour  of  Lord  Pute, 
and  his  fincere  good  wifhes  for  the  public,  fa fety;  intimated,  That 
he  wifhed  Lord  Bute  might  be  acquainted  with  the  fentiments 
2  of 
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of  Lord  Chatham  ;  and  that  his  fentiments  might  be  known  upon 
the  re-admiffion  of  Lord  Chatham  into  adminillration. 

With  this  intimation  of  the  Doftor,  made  with  fo  much 
earneftnefs,  Sir  James  readily  complied.  He  communicated  to 
Lord  Bute  the  fubftance  of  this  converfation.  The  reply  to  that 
communication,  on  the  part  of  Lord  Bute,  is  contained  in  the  Let- 
ter of  Sir  James,  dated  the  2d  of  February. 

This  Letter  was  fent  from  the  country;  and  there  Sir  James 
remained  till  the  6th  of  February.  On  the  6th  he  returned  to 
town,  in  confequence  of  the  very  preffing  invitation  of  the  Doctor. 
Then  it  was,  that  Dr.  Addington  gave  a  copy  of  the  menage  dic- 
tated by  Lord  Chatham,  as  a  reply  to  the  firft  Letter  of  Sir 
James.  But  neither  then,  nor  at  any  timefince,  did  Dr.  Adding- 
ton mention  a  fingle  fyllable  of  Lord  Chatham's  declaration,  that 
he  could  not  ferve  with  Lord  Bute  or  Lord  North.  The  firft  inti- 
mation which  Sir  James  received  of  this  converfation,  and  of  this 
unexpected,  unaccountable,  introduction  of  the  name  of  Lord 
North,    was  from  the  printed  Narrative. 

An  unexpected  accident  in  the  family  of  Lord  Bute  had  well 
nigh  deprived  Sir  James  of  all  opportunity  of  delivering  Lord 
Chatham's  meffage  to  his  Lordfhip.  But,  willing  to  fatisfy  the 
anxiety  of  the  Doctor,  Sir  James  ventured  to  break  in  upon  his 
retirement,  and  intreat  an  audience  of  a  moment.  That  audience 
his  Lordfhip  granted  in  the  following  note. 

G  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Note  from  the  Earl  of  Bute  to  Sir  James  Wright. 

"  My  dear  Sir  James,  Feb.  7th. 

"  I  certainly  will  not  let  you  go  out  of  town  without  the 
"  pleafure  of  feeing  you  ;  though  an  uninformed,  retired  man, 
*c  like  me,  can  be  of  no  ufe  in  the  bufinefs  you  have  been  enter* 
"  tained  with.     I  wilh  you  would  call  about  two." 

What  palled  between  his  Lordfhip  and  Sir  James,  on  the 
perufal  of  the  meffage  from  Lord  Chatham,  the  Reader  has  feen  ; 
and  will  have  obferved,  that  it  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  of  retire- 
ment, as  the  fhort  Note  he  has  juft  perufed. 

That  evening  Sir  James  returned  to  Ray-Houfe  ;  having  pre- 
vioufly  acquainted  the  Doctor,  that  his  ftay  in  town  could  be  of 
no  fervice ;  and,  on  the  Sunday  morning,  fent  to  Dr.  Addington 
his  fecond  and  laft  Letter. 

After  he  had  received  that  Letter,  and  not  before,  the  Doctor 
thought  fit  to  communicate  to  Sir  James,  that  part  of  Lord  Chat- 
ham's private  Note,  where  he  fpeaks  fo  unhandfomely  of  Lord 
Bute :  but  at  no  time,  did  the  Doctor  communicate  that  part  of 
the  fame  Note,  where  he  fpeaks  of  Sir  James  in  a  ftile  fo  peevifh, 
fo  paffionate,  fo  illiberal,  fo  unmerited.  Nor  had  Sir  James  the 
leaf!  reafon  to  fufpect  that  fuch  fentiments  had  been  exprefled,  or 
conceived  of  him,  till  after  the  deceafe  of  the  noble  Karl.  Nor 
then  was  he  indebted  for  the  difcovery  to  the  friendly  integrity  of 

Dr.  Addington. 
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This  plain  Narrative  Sir  James. leaves  to  the  Reader  without  a 
fingle  comment.  It  is  with  reluctance,  as  well  as  diffidence,  that 
he  appears  before  the  public.  But  fomething  was  due  to  himfelf : 
more  to  his  noble  friends.  To  the  eye  of  candor,  they  and  he, 
it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  now  ftand  fully  juftified.  Sir  James  there- 
fore quits  the  fubject  for  ever  :  no  future  attack  fhall  engage  him 
to  refume  it. 


0  » 


Dr.   ADDINGTON's    Narrative. 


Containing  his  Account  of  what  pajfed  relative  to  this  Tran/aclion. 


TH  E  firfk  time  Sir  James  Wright  talked  with  Dr.  Addington  re- 
fpedting  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Chatham  was  about  the  beginning  of 
January  1778.  Sir  James  began  with  lamenting  the  fituation  of  this 
country,  and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  only  method  of  laving  it  was 
for  Lord  Bute  and  Lord  Chatham  to  unite  firmly  together,  but  remarking,  that 
they  were  two  of  the  men  the  King  bated  mod.  After  various  conventions 
on  this  matter,  Sir  James  faid,  Lord  Bute  thought  Lord  Chatham  had  a  dif- 
refpecT:  for  him.  Dr.  Addington  replied,  That,  to  the  belt  of  his  remem- 
brance, Lord  Chatham  had  never  once  named  Lord  Bute  to  him,  but  that 
he  thought  Lord  Chatham  had  no  difreipecl  for  Lord  Bute  :  adding,  that 
though  they  might  differ  in  politics,  Lord  Chatham  was  not  the  kind  of  man 
to  have  difrefpect,  or  bear  ill-will  to  any  man.  Sir  James  added,  He  was 
fure  Lord  Bute  had  the  higheft  refpect  for  Lord  Chatham  •,  that  he  had  heard 
Lord  Bute  beftow  great  commendations  on  his  whole  fpeech  at  the  beginning 
of  the  feffion,  except  that  part  which  regarded  the  recall  of  the  troops,  and 
that  the  Doctor  might  tell  Lord  Chatham  fo  if  he  pleafed  •,  but  he  never  men- 
tioned it  till  the  3d  of  February. 

Nothing  more  paffed  till  the  2d  of  February,  when  Sir  James  afked  the 
Doctor,  whether  he  had  mentioned  their  former  converiation  to  i  ord 
Chatham.  He  faid,  he  had  not ;  Sir  James  then  faid,  that  fince  that  con- 
veriation he  had  feen  Lord  Bute,  and  was  certain  he  had  the  fame  earneft 
defire  with  Lord  Chatham  to  fave  the  country ;  and  was  alio  certain,  that 
nobody  could  fave  it,  but  Lord  Chatham,  with  the  affiftance  of  Lord  Bute  : 
that  Lord  Bute  was  ready  to  affift  him,  and  would  be  Secretary  of  State  in 
the  room  01  Lord  Weymouth  :  the  Doftor  underltood  that  Lord  Bute  had 
told  Sir  James  foj  and  he  has  alked  Sir  James  once  or  twice  fince,.  whether 
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Lord  Bute  would  have  been  Secretary  of  State  in  Lord  Weymouth's  room  ? 
and  he  anfwered,  Yes,  he  would,  or  would  not,  as  Lord  Chatham  pleafcd. 
When  Sir  James  had  mentioned  Lord  Bute's  readinefs  to  affift  Lord  Chatham, 
and  to  be  Secretary  of  State,  he  expreffed  a  wifh  that  the  whole  which  had 
pa  (Ted  might  be  communicated  to  Lord  Chatham.  The  Doctor  on  this  re- 
folved  to  go  to  Hayes  the  next  morning  for  that  purpofe,  looking  upon  it  as 
a  matter  of  very  great  moment.  But  he  defired  to  have  in  writing,  before 
he  went,  the  fubftance  of  what  had  paiTed  between  Lord  Bute  and  Sir  James. 
■Sir  James  faid,  he  had  not  time  to  write  then,  as  he  was  in  a  hurry  to  go  to 
Ray-Houfe,  but  would  write  in  the  evening,  and  fend  his  letter  to  town  by 
nine  the  next  morning.  The  Doctor,  notwithstanding,  was  permitted  to 
acquaint  Lord  Chatham  with  Lord  Bute's  willingnefs  to  be  Secretary  of  State, 
and,  as  he  underftood,  with  every  thing  elfe  he  has  depofed  which  is  not 
expreffed  in  the  letter.  (Vide  No.  I.  in  the  preceding  Account*.)  The  letter 
is  dated  the  2d  of  January,  1778  :  it  fhould  have  been  dated  February  2d  : 
The  Doctor  received  it  February  3d,  before  nine  in  the  morning,  and  fet  out 
directly  for  Hayes.  He  read  the  letter  to  Lord  Chatham,  who  was  very  at- 
tentive, and  in  a  few  minutes  afterwards  dictated  this  anfwer.  (Vide  No.  II. 
in  the  preceding  Account*.)  As  foon  as  Dr.  Addington  had  writ  and  read 
to  Lord  Chatham  the  above  anfwer,  he  communicated  to  Lord  Chatham 
what  Sir  James  Wright  had  told  him  of  the  readinefs  of  Lord  Bute  to  be 
Secretary  of  State  in  the  place  of  Lord  Weymouth.  He  feemed  to  think  it 
itrange.  "  Indeed,"  faid  he,  "did  Sir  James  Wright  tell  you  fo  ?"  "He 
'•  certainly  told  me  fo." — After  this,  he  afked  Lord  Chatham,  whether  he  had 
any  objection  to  coming  in  with  Lord  Bute  or  Lord  North  ?  He  lifted  up  his 
hands,  and  faid,  "  It  v/as  impoflible  for  him  to  ferve  the  King  and  Country 
"  with  either  of  them  ;  and  if  any  one  afks  you  about  it,  I  defire  you  to 
"  bearwitnefs  that  you  heard  me  fay  fo."  He  repeated  the  fame  words  juft 
as  the  Doctor  was  leaving  him. 

Sir  James  continued  at  Ray-Houfe  till  February  5th  or  6th.  He  called  on 
the  Doctor  in  the  morning  of  the  6th,  and  took  a  correct  copy  of  Lord 
Chatham's  anfwer,  dated  February  3d.  Upon  reading  it,  he  afked  what  was 
meant  by  the  words,  "  real  change."  It  looks,  faid  he,  as  if  they  included 
Lord  Bute  as  well  as  the  Miniftry,  and  as  if  Lord  Chatham  thought  Lord 
Bute  was  concerned  in  public  affairs.  I  can  affure  you,  he  has  nothing  to  do 
with  them,  and  has  not  feen  the  King  thefe  two  years.  If  Lord  Chatham 
has  a  mind  to  undertake  the  direction  of  public  affairs,  there  will  be  no  ob- 
jection to  his  having  the  affilfance  of  Lord  Camden  ;  but  there  are  fome  he 
might  chufe  who  could  not  be  admitted.  Sir  James  faid,  he  was  to  wait  on 
Lord  Bute  at  one  that  day,  and  would  fend  the  Doctor  an  anfwer  to  Lord 
Chatham's  paper  between  two  and  three,  if  Lord  Bute  fhould  chufe  to  give 
any.  But  a  misfortune  happening  in  Lord  Bute's  family,  no  anfwer  was  fenc 
till  February  8th  in  the  morning.  On  the  7th  of  February,  a  fervant  of 
Lord  Chatham's  came  to  town,  by  whom   Dr.  Addington  lent   a  letter  ta 

•   Meaning  the  Doctor's  Account  ;  tliefc  two  pipers  are  re-publlihcd  in  this  Account  ;  and  tha 
p-tt  ot  the  funntr,   wlich  tiie  Doctor  had   fupprcfled,  is  i'upphsj. 
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Hayes  at  two  o'clock,  giving  Lord  Chatham  an  account  of  the  above-men- 
tioned converfation  with  Sir  James  Wright  on  the  6th.  On  the  evening  of 
the  7th,  his  Lordfhip  wrote  the  following  anlwer,  which  the  Doctor  received 
the  next  morning.  (Vide  No.  III.  and  No.  IV.  inferted  in  the  preceding 
Account  *.) 

On  the  8th  of  February,  foon  after  Lord  Chatham's  letter  arrived,  the 
Doctor  received  that  letter  from  Sir  James,  which  had  been  expecled  from 
February  6th.  (Vide  No.  VI.  in  the  preceding  Account -f.)  It  is  dated  February 
7th,  and  contains  Lord  Bute's  anfwer  to  Lord  Chatham's  paper  of  February 
3d.  The  Doctor  fent  it  immediately  to  Hayes,  and  had  the  next  morning 
the  following  anfwer  written  by  Lady  Chatham,  dated  February  9th.  (Vide 
No.  VII.  in  the  preceding  Account  J.)  The  Doctor  communicated  to  Sir  James 
Wright  this  letter  from  Lady  Chatham,  and  alfo  the  latter  part  of  that  from 
Lord  Chatham  as  foon  as  he  could,  and  fo  the  affair  ended. 

P.  S.  In  Sir  James  Wright's  letter  of  February  2d,  there  are  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  I  told  Lord  Bute  that  a  friend  of  mine  had  hinted  to 
"  me,  that  he  thought  Lord  Chatham  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  Lordfliip's 
"  honour,  as  well  as  his  fincere  good  wifhes  for  the  public  fafety."  After 
reading  thefe  words  to  Lord  Chatham,  the  Doctor  could  not  but  take  notice 
that  Sir  James  had  miflaken  him,  for  all  he  faid  was,  that  he  thought  Lord 
Chatham  had  no  difrefped  for  Lord  Bute,  &c.  as  is  ftated  above. 

*  Meaning  the  Doctor's  Account ;  being  private  notes  to  which  only  one  of  the  parties  was 
privy,  thefe  Numbers  are  not  re-publilhed  in  this  Account. 

f  Meaning  the  Doctor's  Account.     This  Number  is  re-publifhed  in  this  Account. 

j  Meaning  the  Doctor's  Account.     This  Number  is  likewife  republifhed  in  this  Account. 
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